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The Beginning
As we get to mark, let's read the first verse, Mark 1:1 
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God.” We think of so many things. In the beginning. In 
the beginning “god”. Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” This is about that 
same beginning. The good news is god loves you. And 
now, you can know that just as the beginning tells us 
that same thing, here as the plan is advanced that next 
step, know that this is good news. Let's break it down 
about the verse, this gospel, some of the history of this 
book and what this all means to us. 

Now the gospel has a number of external testimonies 
that tell us who wrote it. Pappias an early church elder 
said about 110 ad that Mark wrote this as told to him by 
the apostle Peter. John was the authors Hebrew name, 
Mark his “Latin” or Roman name, referred to 10 times 
in the New Testament (Acts 12:12, 25; 13:5, 13; 15:37, 39; 
Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11; Phile. 24; 1 Peter 5:13). 

The author was very familiar with Judea, especially 
Jerusalem, knows Aramaic often interpreting it for the 
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reader and he was a Jewish Christian that lived with his 
mother Mary in the early church and no doubt heard 
peters preaching many times. Peter calls him my son in 
1 Peter 5:13 “She who is in Babylon, elect together with 
you, greets you; and so does Mark my son.”

*like Paul did with Timothy* and though Paul separated 
from ministry with Barnabas because he felt Mark 
wasn’t ready (acts 15:36-41) he would eventually accept 
him, Mark seems like an interesting guy in the fact that 
he got to hang with some interesting folks. (peter in the 
exposition where he is released by an angel from prison 
in Ac 12:1-19 actually goes to Marys house (mother of 
mark Ac 12:12 “So, when he had considered this, he 
came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose 
surname was Mark, where many were gathered 
together praying.”)

We also see in Mark something very simple. The book is 
packed but brief. When we read the gospel itself the 
details are scarce on some things, (like a gruff fisherman 
is telling the story) Mark is written in a simple style. It is 
designed for the masses of the street. It is interesting to 
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note that the connective “and” occurs more than any 
other word in the Gospel. It occurs 1,331 times. It will 
reward the reader to thumb through the Gospel and 
note the chapters and verses where this is true. Modern 
rhetoric might consider it a breach of good grammar, yet 
there is no word that conveys action as does this word. 
“And” always leads to further action.

Mark addressed his Gospel primarily to Roman readers 
and presented Jesus as the Worker, the Servant of 
Jehovah. (According to some tradition, Mark wrote his 
record of the life of Christ in Rome schetchy.) The chief 
characteristic of Christ in this book is His activity, the 
mark of a good servant. The Greek word eutheos, 
translated variously as “straightway,” “immediately,” 
“anon,” or “forthwith,” appears forty-two times in the 
book. This message made a natural appeal to the busy, 
practical Roman reader.

According to the amount of space Mark allots to it, the 
most important activity of Christ was His death and 
resurrection. About one-third of the entire book is 
devoted to the narrative of the Passion Week (the last 
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week of the life of Christ, 11:1–16:18). In the story, this is 
the most striking feature and shows clearly what aspect 
of Christ’s life was considered by the Gospel writer to 
be of supreme concern.

The Gospel, is about Jesus and action. Not just hearing. 
Not just acquiescing, but doing, being.  Lets drill in and 
see how many verses we can do today (hint its just one)

Check out that first chapter would you? 1. The Gospel. 
2. The prophecy. 3. John the Baptist 4. Baptism of Jesus 
5. Temptation wilderness. 6. John prison 7. Jesus calls 
disciples 8. Demons at church. 9. Healed a fever. 10. 
Healed any that would come. 11. Healed a leper. Just in 
the first chapter!

The Beginning of Good News v1
 Mk 1:1 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God.”


A. now, this seems like a simple verse, and it is. Peter 
through Mark tells us that this all started long before 
a virgin birth, etc. and Peter doesn’t spend any time 
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on the incredible events surrounding the birth of 
Jesus, he goes straight to the beginning of ministry.

B. How do we break this down? This is crazy packed 
full of stuff. I began with a simple breakdown, look 
screen. (img: Canvas Mk 1.1) But there is so much 
here. As we look at this singular verse.

i. Beginning. Arche. You could also read this as the 
first thing. Archo means to be first, Archon denotes 
a ruler. So the first thing pointed out, is the Gospel. 
Thats the first/beginning thing. A commencement.

ii. Gospel. Simply, good news. We often think of the 
gospel as something, but its really just pointing us 
to Jesus. Want to share the gospel? Don’t need to 
learn a systematic, just tell them about Jesus. The 
Gospel Of Jesus Christ he writes.

1. Euangeliou:  In a number of languages the 
expression ‘the gospel’ or ‘the good news’ must be 
rendered by a phrase, for example, ‘news that 
makes one happy’ or ‘information that causes one 
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joy’ or ‘words that bring smiles’ or ‘a message that 
causes the heart to be sweet.’

2. Jn 14:6 Jesus is the way, truth life, he himself is the 
news that makes our hearts sweet. That we are 
sinners, lost in those sins, and though we may 
want to follow god, are incapable of obeying to 
the point of perfection. All sin, all short of glory. 
And the sweet news is God came and took this on 
himself and calls only for repentance through 
faith! That he did all the work for our salvation! 
Truly, truly good news!

C. Jesus is the English transliteration of the greek 
iesous, translit: hebrew. Joshsua, Yeshua, yehosuah. 
What does all that mean. It just means this, his name 
no matter how you say it or spell it means God is 
Salvation. Period. But here, the stress is that he is 
Christ.  So lets look at that.

D. Christ: christos (Χριστός, 5547), “anointed,” 
translates, in the Sept., the word “Messiah,” a term 
applied to the priests who were anointed with the 
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holy oil, particularly the high priest, e.g., Lev. 4:3, 5, 
16. The prophets are called hoi christoi Theou, “the 
anointed of God,” Ps. 105:15. A king of Israel was 
described upon occasion as christos tou Kuriou, “the 
anointed of the Lord,” 1 Sam. 2:10, 35; 2 Sam. 1:14; Ps. 
2:2; 18:50; Hab. 3:13 - this so identifies christ as 
anointed that the nt even uses it as His (Jesus) proper 
name! So when folks say it ain't his last name, well, it 
kinda is lol. He is annointed. But which you say? 
Prophet priest or king? He is THE Messiah. He is all.

i.  Dt 18:18 “I will raise up for them a Prophet like 
you from among their brethren, and will put My 
words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them 
all that I command Him.”

ii.  Jn 1:45 “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, 
and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph.””

iii.  Speaking of the Gospel Peter would say in Ac 
3:19–22 “Repent therefore and be converted, that 
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your sins may be blotted out, so that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord, 20and that He may send Jesus Christ, who 
was preached to you before, 21whom heaven must 
receive until the times of restoration of all things, 
which God has spoken by the mouth of all His 
holy prophets since the world began. 22For Moses 
truly said to the fathers, ‘The Lord your God will 
raise up for you a Prophet like me from your 
brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, 
whatever He says to you.”

1. Like Moses, though they saw (like Nicodemus 
said in Jn 3, we see God using you) yet rejected 
him as messiah, Jn 1:11 “He came to His own, and 
His own did not receive Him.”

2. He is the good news. The news that makes our 
heart sweet! He is the messiah! The prophet of 
God, the priest of God, the king of all! he is also:

E. The Son of God. huios tou theos. The huios is not just 
denoting a male, but a legitimate male. The verbiage 
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used here is that God himself shows that Jesus is 
equal with God. It doesn’t have to mean born or 
created, also talking about a privilege enjoyed, etc.

i. 1 Ti 3:16 “And without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the 
flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, 
Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the 
world, Received up in glory.”

ii. The idea of this nature. Human is human. This 
isn’t a title, but telling us His actual nature! But 
that isn’t even the kicker. The kicker, is you have to 
believe this. Not just say you believe but believe 
and that revelation is a part of that experience. 
Look at how we see in:

1.  People saw it; Jn 1:34 “And I have seen and 
testified that this is the Son of God.”” Jn 6:69 
“Also we have come to believe and know that You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”” Even a 
Roman soldier would realize this truth; Mk 15:39 
“So when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, 
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saw that He cried out like this and breathed His 
last, he said, “Truly this Man was the Son of 
God!””

2. The demons recognized him as the son of god, Mk 
3:11 “And the unclean spirits, whenever they saw 
Him, fell down before Him and cried out, saying, 
“You are the Son of God.””

3.  God testified; Jn 3:16 “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten one unique Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.”

4. Belief in this is required: Jn 3:36 “He who believes 
in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does 
not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abides on him.”” John even said: Jn 20:31 
“but these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in His name.”

5. And finally when Saul, the destroyer of the church 
got saved what did he do? Ac 9:20 “Immediately 
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he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He 
is the Son of God.”

So, here in this one verse, we have all this. Short doesn’t 
mean empty. So many things happen in just one chapter, 
I tell you we are going on a cool trip here!

And you know whats cool? Translate even his name, 
and what do we get? Mk. 1:1 The commencement of the 
good news of gods salvation in His Son. Crazy right? 
That isn’t a translation, I’m not qualified for that. 

But know this, the Gospel of mark is to put on display 
the servanthood of Jesus. The reality of God come in the 
flesh. And that our salvation is absolutely sure in him.

We have taken the word gospel and made it about 
books, but really, it's totally about Him. He is the good 
news. The word that makes my heart sweat. My savior 
My Lord, My Jesus. Make him yours? To call him Son, is 
to call Him God. 


